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RHODES SCHOLAR: DEFINING AN OPPORTUNITY 
senator Richard Lugar, a former Rhodes Scholar, writes: 
Undoubtedly the Rhodes Scholarship was one 
of the most important experiences of my life. 
Spending time at Oxford gave me a chance to live in 
a different culture and broaden my understanding of 
the world. It also allowed me to work in one of 
the most rigorous educational environments 
anywhere. The experience was invaluable in 
developing my communication skills and my knowledge 
of economics and government. As I have spoken with 
young Rhodes Scholars through the years, it is 
apparent to me that the Rhodes Scholarship remains 
one of the most rewarding endeavors any student can 
undertake (1). 
Introduction 
While amateur athletes pursue the Olympics to prove 
their athletic prowess, collegiate scholars try to quantify 
their academic success by winning a Rhodes Scholarship. 
Track athletes must post an acceptable qualifying time just 
to compete in the Olympic trials where they must earn a berth 
to the Olympics. Likewise, after receiving their 
university's formal endorsement, aspiring Rhodes Scholars 
have to portray their all-around qualities and dreams in an 
application and essay, hoping to earn the chance just to be 
2 
selected for a state interview. If they are fortunate at 
this level, the applicants become one of two nominees from 
each state to go to a district interview, in which the twelve 
to fifteen students compete for one of four Rhodes 
Scholarships, full tuition at Oxford University in England, 
and an approximately 7, 000 pound stipend as a maintenance 
allowance. 
Cecil Rhodes 
Cecil Rhodes, an affluent British colonial pioneer, 
created these fellowships in a desire to unify Anglo Saxons 
and obtain world peace. John Ruskin, a professor at Oriel 
College of Oxford University, might have initiated Rhodes' s 
interest in these pursuits. After all, in 1870, while Rhodes 
was studying at his college, Ruskin delivered his Inaugural 
Address, which included such lines as follow: 
We are still undegenerate in race; a race mingled 
of the best northern blood. . And this is what 
(Britain) must either do or perish: She must found 
colonies as fast and as far as she is able, formed 
of her most energetic and worthiest men (qtd . in 
Aydelotte 4) . 
Rhodes wrote his "Confession of Faith" as an appendix to 
his first will in 1877 around the same time as Ruskin's 
oratory. In this document, 
purpose of his life: 
Rhodes disclosed the great 
To myself, thinking over the (chief good in life), 
the wish came to render myself useful to my 
country. I contend that we are the finest race in 
the world and that the more of the world we 
inhabit, the better it is for the human race 
in Aydelotte 4). 
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(qtd. 
In his first will, Rhodes states his aim still more 
specifically: 
The extension of British rule throughout the world, 
the perfecting of a system of emigration from the 
United Kingdom and of colonization by British 
subjects of all lands wherein the means of 
livelihood are attainable by energy, labour (sic), 
and enterprise, and especially the occupation by 
British subjects of the entire Continent of Africa, 
The Holy Land, the valley of the Euphrates, the 
Islands of Cyprus and Candia, the whole of South 
America, the islands of the Pacific not heretofore 
possessed by Great Britain, the whole of the Malay 
Archipelago, the seaboard of China and Japan, the 
ultimate recovery of the United States of America 
as an integral part of the British Empire, the 
consolidation of the whole Empire, the inauguration 
of a system of Colonial Representation in the 
Imperial Parliament which may tend to weld together 
the disjointed members of the Empire, and finally 
the foundation of so great a power as to hereafter 
render wars impossible and promote the best 
interests of humanity (qtd. in Aydelotte 4-5). 
As Frank Aydelotte, writer of The American Rhodes 
Scholarships and former American secretary to the Rhodes 
trustees, contends, "Certainly, the connection between 
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Ruskin's clarion call to the youth of England and the 
response of Rhodes is striking" (5). 
However, Rhodes seemed uncertain of how best to serve 
his country throughout his lifetime as reflected by the seven 
wills that he composed over twenty-two years. When Rhodes 
announced his change in plan toward education in a speech 
to the members of the Afrikaner Bond at Kimberley on 
March 30, 1891, the idea of Rhodes Scholarships may well have 
arisen. He proclaimed, "' The period in your life when you 
indulge in friendships which are seldom broken is from the 
age of 18 to 21 ' " (qtd. in Aydelotte 11), an age range which 
is shared by one group in particular, college students . 
Putting his new view in writing in his final will, Rhodes 
writes: 
I consider that the education of young colonists at 
one of the Universities in Great Britain is of 
great advantage to them for giving breadth to their 
views, for their instruction in life and manners, 
and for instilling into their minds the advantages 
to the colonies as well as to England of the 
retention of the unity of the Empire (qtd . in 
Aydelotte 14) . 
Consequently, Cecil Rhodes changed from wanting to maintain 
Anglo-Saxon superiority in order to attain world peace with 
colonialism to desiring to provide scholarships to nine 
countries so as to foster international cooperation. 
[Indeed,] he dreamed of bettering the lot of 
humankind through the diffusion of leaders 
5 
motivated to serve their contemporaries, trained in 
the contemplative life of the mind, and broadened 
by their acquaintance with one another and by their 
exposure to cultures different from their own. 
Rhodes believed that, in addition to its eminence 
in the world of learning, 
offered an environment 
Oxford University 
highly congenial to 
personal and intellectual development (Oxford and 
the Rhodes Scholarships 2). 
With these goals in mind, he wanted to select young 
people who would thrive at Oxford University, leading to his 
four standards of judging prospective Rhodes Scholars: 
1) literary and scholastic attainments; 
2) fondness for and success in sports; 
3) truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy for 
and protection of the weak, kindliness, 
unselfishness, and fellowship; 
4) moral force of character and instincts to lead 
and to take an interest in one's fellow beings. 
Rhodes felt the first requirement was necessary because 
of the highly challenging Oxford curriculum. The second 
standard arose from the British tradition of almost everyone 
participating in amateur athletics. However, he may have 
also established this prerequisite since Rhodes knew fully 
well from early youth that, with his ill health, he would not 
have a long life to serve his country. Rhodes might have, 
thus, sought candidates who had the health to serve their 
countries for many years. In order to obtain people 
acclimated toward international cooperation, Rhodes 
established the third and fourth requirements. Nonetheless, 
another reason for these fellowship standards may have been 
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that he was one who made fellowship the driving force behind 
his life. 
Characteristics of the Oxford Education 
The college system at Oxford exhibits the advantages of 
not only American public universities but also private 
colleges. Like the universities, Oxford boasts a plethora of 
undergraduate and graduate study programs, extensive 
libraries, and state-of-the-art research facilities. 
As for undergraduate programs that lead to the Honours 
Bachelor of Arts degree (B.A.), a Rhodes Scholar can select 
from any of the following fields: Ancient and Modern 
History; Archaeology and Anthropology; Biochemistry, 
Molecular and Cellular; Biological Sciences (Biology, Plant 
Sciences, Zoology); Chemistry; Classics, Philosophy, 
Ancient History, and Classical Archaeology (Literae 
Humaniores); Classics and English; Classics and Modern 
Languages; Computation; Earth Sciences; Economics and 
Management; Engineering Science; Engineering and Computing 
Science; Engineering and Materials; Engineering, Economics, 
and Management; English Language and Literature; English and 
Modern Languages; European and Middle Eastern Languages; 
Experimental Psychology; Geography; Human Sciences; Law; 
Materials, Economics, and Management; Mathematics; 
Mathematics and Computation; Mathematics and Philosophy; 
Metallurgy and Science of Materials; Modern History; Modern 
History and Economics; Modern History and English; Modern 
History and Modern Languages; Modern Languages (French, 
German, Modern Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, 
and Czech); Music; 
Egyptology, Hebrew, 
Oriental Studies (Arabic, 




Sanskrit, and Turkish); Philosophy; Philosophy and Modern 
Languages; Philosophy, Politics, and Economics; Philosophy 
and Theology; Physics; Physics and Philosophy; Physiological 
Sciences; Psychology, Philosophy, and Physiology; and 
Theology. Moreover, the Bachelor of Fine Art (B . F.A.) can be 
attempted in Fine Art. 
Master of Philosophy 
the following fields: 
As for graduate studies known as the 
(M. Phil.) , Rhodes Scholars may pursue 
Byzantine Studies, Celtic Studies, 
Classical Archaeology, Comparative Social Research, Eastern 
Christian Studies, Economic and Social History, Economics, 
English Studies, Ethnology and Museum Ethnography, European 
Literature, European Politics and Society, General 
Linguistics and Comparative Philology, Greek and Latin 
Languages and Literature, Greek and/or Roman History, 
International Relations, Judaism and Christianity in the 
Graeco - Roman World, Latin American Studies, Management 
Studies, Mathematics for Industry, Music, Oriental Studies, 
Philosophical Theology, Philosophy (B. Phil.) , Politics, 
Prehistoric and European Archaeology, Russian and East 
European Studies, Slavonic Studies, Social Anthropology, 
Sociology, and Theology. After at least three terms of study 
and success on an examination, the Bachelor of Civil Law 
(B.C.L.) in legal studies, the Master of Studies (M.St.) in 
arts subjects, and the Master of Science (M.Sc.) in 
scientific subjects are obtainable. Degrees by research 
include the M.Sc. degree in certain scientific subjects and 
the M. Litt. (Master of 
subjects, the research 
(D.Phil.) can be sought. 
collections of books in 
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Letters) in the Arts. In all 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
The university contains vast 
its libraries like the Ashmolean 
library and the Bodleian Library, the principal library of 
the university with 6 million volumes. 
Despite its numerous university-type benefits, Oxford 
receives its acclaim for unique individualized study and 
numerous small colleges. If the student does not pursue a 
research degree, he/ she is taught in small sessions with a 
tutor or tutors in his/her college or sometimes a tutor who 
is a specialist in that field within another college. Under 
this study, the student prepares one or two essays every week 
to read to the college tutor, who discusses the essay II in 
order to probe and refine the student's understanding of the 
assigned topic" (Oxford and the Rhodes Scholarships 6). 
Furthermore, resident and visiting scholars give a variety of 
lectures while classes and laboratory exercises are provided 
in certain subjects. Oxford offers 29 colleges for 
undergraduate and graduate men and women, one college for 
undergraduate women, seven colleges for graduate men and 
women, one college for part-time and continuing education 
students, and one college with election by fellowship only. 
Resident students range from 18 in graduate Management 
Studies at Templeton College to 445 in undergraduate studies 
at St. Anne's College. With small enrollments, these 
colleges permit the growth of fellowship and international 
cooperation among the numerous nationalities present. "The 
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common room and the buttery (that are in most colleges) 
provide informal gathering points to encourage what Hume 
called 'that liberty and facility of thought and expression 
which can only be acquired by conversation'" (Oxford and the 
Rhodes Scholarships 7). The common rooms encourage sponsor-
ship of activities that include debating societies, dramatic 
and musical groups, and athletic competitions. After all, 
"the two things which are likely to mean the most to the 
(American Rhodes Scholar) are talk and sport. In the almost 
unique intimacy and good fellowship of Oxford life, where 
people from every country and class are living together. ., 
the Rhodes Scholar. can become a part of what (he/she) 
meets and may return from Oxford to the United States as a 
citizen of the world" (Aydelotte 70, 72). 
Oxford does have demanding studies, which are made more 
difficult because of the vacations being viewed as time to 
enrich knowledge of other nations' languages and cultures. 
To illustrate its difficulty, in the typical American college 
or university, a scholar of first-class ability who is 
moderately studious throughout four years and a student of 
average ability who makes every minute count can both 
graduate with distinction. On the other hand, the English 
first-class honors are obtainable only by a scholar of 
highest aptitude who has done the most diligent and best work 
of which he/she is capable. Oxford's examinations are given 
at the end of one or two years of work and consist of essay-
type tests that strive to "discover power of dealing with the 
subject rather than merely to test the memory for specific 
details 11 (Aydelotte 70) . 
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The typical Honor School has from 
seven to twelve three-hour papers with about two per day for 
nearly a week. Aydelotte writes of this testing: 
In the examination room, a student, confronted by a 
paper of ten or twelve questions, spends perhaps 
the first two hours on the two questions which 
(he/she) knows most about, answering each as 
exhaustively and thoughtfully as possible . In the 
third hour, (he/she) answers two or three more 
briefly but as well as (he/she) can. (The 
student's) effort must be to show at some points in 
the papers first-class work, which means answers 
which not merely contain information but are also 
well thought out and well written (69-70). 
Moreover, the student is graded qualitatively only on what is 
written rather than quantitatively on what is left out. 
After the papers have been read, examiners give the student 
an oral exam, "in which they have ample opportunity to test 
(him/her) on any topics which (he/she) has not mentioned in 
(his/her) answers" (Aydelotte 70) . Even though the tutor 
helps prepare the student for these examinations by acting as 
a guide, philosopher, and friend, "what (students) get out of 
Oxford is like what they get from most other opportunities, 
pretty directly proportioned to what they put into it: 
(The scholar) must have the will to take, must know what 
(he/she) wants, and must be wise enough not to try to seize 
too much" (Aydelotte 64) Thus, "perhaps, capacity for 
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independent work is the most important academic result of 
the Oxford system of education" (Aydelotte 68) 
The academic year at Oxford consists of three terms of 
just over eight weeks each, so approximately one-half of the 
calendar year is vacation. However, Aydelotte writes: 
For success in Oxford examinations, it is necessary 
for a 
work 
(student) to do some of 
in vacation. Thus, the 
(his/her) hardest 
problem of travel 
versus study is a real one. The best solution of 
it which has been worked out is to avoid too much 
travel, to settle down in a well-chosen town in 
some country on the Continent, spend half of the 
day in Oxford work and half in seeing the country, 
learn the language, and study the customs of the 
people ( 63) . 
Procedures for Application 
In the United States, aspiring Rhodes Scholars must be 
U. S. citizens who are the age of eighteen to twenty-four on 
October 1 in the year of application. Their academic 
standings must guarantee finishing a bachelor's degree before 
going to Oxford the following October. Those students who 
apply can enter the competition in the state where they are a 
legal resident or in the state where they have had two or 
more years of college or university education. An applicant 
must assemble and submit to the appropriate State Secretary 
as early as possible before the October deadline six sets of 
the following materials with one set marked as original that 
contains the originals of each of the requested documents: 
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1) a copy of the application form signed in ink; 
2) a professional photograph of the applicant (not 
an amateur snapshot), unmounted, not larger than 4 11 
x 5", with the signature on the back (six originals 
required); 
3) the applicant's college transcript (The copy 
attached to the original must be certified by the 
Registrar or other responsible official while the 
other five can be photocopies. If an applicant has 
attended more than one college or university, all 
transcripts must be submitted.); 
4) a succinct pertinent list of principal 
activities and honors in college (including prizes, 
scholarships, offices held, athletic record, 
extracurricular interests, and substantial 
activities) with dates. This must not exceed one 
page in length. 
5) a short personal statement 
applicant's academic and other 
statement should describe the 
describing the 
interests. This 
specific area of 
proposed study and the applicant's reasons for 
wishing to study at Oxford. (This personal essay 
must not exceed 1,000 words in length and should be 
written in as simple and direct a manner as 
possible (setting out his/her interests and 
aspirations and his/her detailed reasons for 
wanting to study a specific field of academic work 
at Oxford). Selection Committees will place 
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special emphasis on this personal essay, and it 
will be sent to Oxford colleges to which 
successful candidates apply for admission. In 
addition, a photocopy of the 
certificate or other proof of 
and a medical certificate 
applicant's birth 
age and citizenship 
duly signed by a 
physician on the form provided must be submitted 
and attached to the original set ("The Rhodes 
Scholarships Memorandum for the United States of 
America, 1995" 1). 
Furthermore, applicants have to obtain the formal endorsement 
of their college or university and list the names and full 
addresses of at least five and no more than eight people who 
have agreed to write recommendation letters. The potential 
Rhodes Scholar is responsible for distributing reproductions 
of the recommendation-letter instructions to those referees. 
Of all these items, the thousand-word essay reigns dominant. 
Paul Rahe, Rhodes State Secretary of Oklahoma, suggests, 
"[In the essay,] tell the committee where you have come from, 
where you are going, and how study at Oxford makes sense in 
terms of the latter" (1). Rhodes State Secretary of Indiana, 
J. Timothy Londergan, also acknowledges: 
Regarding the 1000-word essay, I believe that the 
selection committees want to see those things which 
are important to you, where you have made an 
important contribution, or intend to concentrate 
in the future" (1). 
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In fact, Aydelotte suggests: 
The way in which a (person) writes about (his/her ) 
interests, about (his/her) college work, and about 
(his/her) plans for the future gives the committee 
some insight into the working of (his/her) mind, 
and this statement inevitably raises many questions 
upon which the committee will seek further light in 
the personal interviews (41-42). 
However, an applicant must be fortunate enough first to 
be chosen for a state interview based on that application and 
those recommendation letters. If successful in the state 
interview, the aspiring Rhodes Scholar, as one of two 
nominees from his/her state, ventures to the district 
interview where twelve to fifteen applicants interview for 
one of four district Rhodes Scholar appointments. Eight 
districts exist in the United States, meaning that up to 32 
Rhodes Scholars are selected each year from the United 
States. In these interviews, Aydelotte declares: 
The conversation between the candidates and the 
members of the committee may and should range over 
a wide field of topics. It should always be 
directed to the elucidation of certain questions in 
the minds of the committees based upon the previous 
study of written credentials. It will naturally 
center around the experiences and interests of the 
candidate, (his/her) life at Oxford, and for 
(his/her) career in the future (45). 
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In order to become a Rhodes Scholar, the applicant must 
satisfy the following criteria throughout this process: 
1) literary and scholastic attainments; 
2) fondness for and success in sports; 
3) truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy for 
and protection of the weak, kindliness, 
unselfishness, and fellowship; 
4) moral force of character and instincts to lead 
and to take an interest in one's fellow beings. 
Nevertheless, as Frank Aydelotte, former American Secretary 
to the Rhodes Trustees, writes, "The first qualification for 
a Rhodes Scholar who is to measure up to Rhodes's standard is 
that (he/she) should be first in something" (48 ) . 
Consequently, a student who resembles a decathlete in that 
he/she is above average in all events would be superseded in 
appointment by an Olympian-type star in one event who still 
measures well in other categories. Indeed, the trustees 
believe that the outstanding candidate in one area with 
acceptable achievements in the other categories has the 
ability and work ethic necessary to fill in the chinks in 
his/her overall person. 
However, an applicant can hurt his/her chances by trying 
to fulfill those four criteria from Rhodes' s Will. Doug 
Hunt, Rhodes State Secretary of Missouri, declares, "Be 
yourself. Candidates who too eagerly shape themselves to the 
expectations of others probably don't help their chances of 
success, even in the short run" ( 1) . In addition, Rhodes 
State Secretary of Rhode Island Samuel Zurier states : 
There is no 'formula' that one can follow to make 
oneself a stronger candidate for the [Rhodes] 
Scholarship. When I look at an application, I see 
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choices that a person has made according to what 
that person values . It is then my role, as a 
committee member, to measure that person and 
his or her achievements, both against the four 
criteria in Rhodes's Will and against what 
the applicant himself or herself believes is 
important. In other words, I am interested as much 
in how an applicant has acted in light of h i s or 
her values as I am in how those activities reflect 
anything described in Rhodes's Will. I find 
support for my approach in those portions of the 
Will's language that value, among other things, 
truth, devotion, and force of character. On the 
other hand, I for one am turned off if an applicant 
tries to present himself or herself in an 
artificial package that the applicant believes will 
'look good' to the Committee. [In addition,] there 
is no single interpretation of Rhodes's Will 
among the six members of the Rhode Island Committee 
not to mention the other hundreds of members of 
other State Committees nationwide. While I am 
interested in learning what an applicant values and 
how the applicant's actions reflect those values, 
my approach may be the opposite of the members of 
any committee to which [one applies] (1-2). 
Moreover, Charles Fish, state secretary of Vermont, 
writes: 
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The particular activities and accomplishments that 
Rhodes candidates bring to the competition are so 
varied and individual that examples would not be 
helpful as models to follow. More important, 
Rhodes selection committees like to think that the 
candidates have done what they have done out of a 
genuine, personal interest, not as part of a 
campaign to win a scholarship. No doubt some had 
the scholarship in mind, but I think the strongest 
applicants acted out of love for the undertaking or 
a conviction that it mattered. Speak 
honestly and directly of the things you care most 
about [in the essay] (1). 
Conclusion 
Charles Fish concludes: 
In the long run, what matters most is not whether 
you win a Rhodes Scholarship but whether you set 
your sights high and work to realize your 
ambitions. Remember, too, that luck blesses and 
curses all human enterprises. Many apply, few are 
chosen, and sometimes it isn't obvious who the 
strongest are. 
luck (1) . 
Work hard, be yourself, and good 
Former United States Senator Bill Bradley summarizes 
his Rhodes experience: 
My experience as a Rhodes Scholar had a 
profound effect on me. 
allowed me to grow, 
The time I spent at Oxford 
both academically and 
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personally. The tutorial system of teaching 
me the time to read books I never had time 
gave 
to 
read in college, as well as the opportunity to 
travel throughout Europe. As an undergraduate at 
Princeton, athletics and classes dominated my 
life. Being away from home, in another country, 
let me explore different areas of interest, meet 
new people, and learn more about myself. I 
developed a new perspective on the United 
States--its traditions, culture, institutions, 
and people--by viewing it from the outside. 
frame of Being in Oxford gave 
reference for understanding 
role in it (1). 
me a new 
the world and my 
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